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Upcoming Events 

 
Hold the date! 
20th Annual Spelling Bee 
on May 27, 2010  

  

  
2009 Givens Estates winners 

Readers Are 
Leaders 
Quote of the Month 
  
If a man has talent and can't 
use it, he's failed. 
 
If he uses only half of it, he 
has partly failed. 
 
If he uses the whole of it, he 
has succeeded, 
 
and won a satisfaction and 
triuimph few men ever know. 
 
      - Thomas Wolfe  

The Joy of Reading  

Welcome! 
 
What kind of information do you want in your 
eNewsletter? 
 
The Literacy Council is in the middle of rethinking content 
for our Website and eNewsletter.  We'd like to hear your 
ideas! 
  
What topics do you want to read about in the newsletter?  
Your input will help us deliver the relevant, valuable content 
you are most interested in.  Send us your feedback and we'll 
report on the results in a future newsletter issue. 
  
Respond by e-mail to 
Beth Leonard, Marketing Director, click here >>  

Student Spotlight 

Luz Maldonado 
 
Luz immigrated to Asheville from 
Mexico and is our first ESOL grad to 
also become a tutor! Luz was an 
ESOL student with the Literacy 
Council from 2002-2005 and went on 
to become a preschool teacher.  She is 
about to open her own preschool and 
has just become a volunteer tutor for a 
small group of ESOL beginners at St. 
Eugene's Catholic Church - one of eight weekly classes the 
Literacy Council conducts at St. Eugene's. 
 
Congratulations to Luz! 

Recognizing Partnerships 
 
New grant award to teach ESOL in middle 
schools 
 
The Literacy Council, in partnership with Buncombe 
County Schools and the YMCA of Western North 
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The Literacy Council of 
Buncombe County helps 
individuals triumph in 
reading, writing, and English 
language skills. 

Carolina, has just been awarded a grant to offer ESOL 
classes to parents at Erwin and Enka Middle Schools 
during the 2009-2010 school year.  The 21st Century 
Community Learning Center Grant targets at risk children.  
The YMCA is leading after school programs for the 
children, and Erin Sebelius, ESOL Coordinator for the 
Literacy Council, will oversee the ESOL classes for their 
parents.  Our Literacy Council volunteer tutors will conduct 
the classes. 

Feature Article 
 

Our ESOL students embark on writing journey 

 

Warren Wilson College Writing Center partners with the Literacy Council to 
coach writing skills 

  
  

  
Sylvia Aguilar and Maria Vargas enjoy a creative writing exercise led by WWC students. 

  
On September 22, four second year Warren Wilson College (WWC) students teamed up with five 
advanced ESOL Literacy Council students to initiate a whole new program.  Together they will 
embark on a journey in writing. 
 
Under the direction of Julie Wilson, Writing Center Coordinator at WWC, her students will work 
with our students over the next ten weeks to build skills and get comfortable with the writing 
process. 
 
The WWC students are enrolled in the Teaching Writing in Communities course, which addresses 
how to introduce writing to adults and children and investigates the politics and attitudes surrounding 
literacy such as race, income levels, testing, etc.  As writing coaches, the WWC students will 
practice their classroom learnings in a real world setting. 
 
The WWC students will lead both group exercises and one-on-one coaching workshops with 
Literacy Council students.  A typical evening includes the following: 

l A writing prompt to get everybody started and to get the creative juices flowing. 
l Writing time where each ESOL student works on their own but with help from their WWC 

coach as needed. 
l One-on-one conferencing between ESOL student and WWC coach to review and improve 

the writing draft.  
l Sharing time in which each student reads their drafts to the group and shares praise and 

constructive feedback. 
l Final product editing, formatting, and illustration. 

The end goal is a collection of personal interest writings which we hope to publish on our Website 
and share at a public reading.  We're excited to be working with WWC to help our advanced ESOL 
students elevate their English skills to a whole new level.  It is truly an opportunity that celebrates the 
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triumphs and joys of speaking English, reading, and writing!  
  
To learn more about the Warren Wilson College Writing Center click here >> 

Poet Laureate Emeritus of North Carolina gives the gift of 
poetry 
 
Fred Chappell, Poet Laureate Emeritus of North Carolina, wrote The Book especially for the 2nd 
Annual Authors for Literacy Dinner and Silent Auction - the August 28, 2009 fundraiser hosted by 
the Literacy Council of Buncombe County.  A reading of the poem closed the magical evening 
before a maximum capacity audience.  We share The Book with you and celebrate our mutual joy 
with the gift of reading.  
  
The Book 
By Fred Chappell 
Poet Laureate Emeritus of North Carolina 
  
It waits as patiently as a forest trail 
To take you to a place you must have heard about, 
Quiet and exciting, a glade to be alone in, 
With those who came before. 
At first the journey is one slow letter at a time, 
But sooner than you thought, you clip along, 
Your pace growing smarter with each step. 
  
You never arrive at an end 
Because you never want to, 
And a thousand other trails lead off from this one path, 
Mysterious, inviting, alive with shadowy light. 
  
The book will go with you as far as you desire. 
And if you like, I will come with you.  

Corporate solicitation campaign begins in October 
 
Businesses today face the most challenging environment in many years for corporate 
philanthropy.  Yet the need - and the well-spring of employee support - couldn't be greater. 
 
In February 2009 the Taproot Foundation conducted a survey of 450 business professionals 
across seven cities to determine attitudes toward corporate philanthropy during a recession.  
Their findings clearly show a widespread belief that corporate community investment should not 
be discontinued in less profitable times. 

l 75% of respondents agree:  "I would be proud of my company if it gave time and money 
to charity right now." 

l 64% disagree with the view:  "In a recession companies should avoid seeking publicity or 
recognition for their charitable contributions." 

l 54% state:  "The needs of others during these times have inspired me to do more in the 
community right now." 

At the Literacy Council, we understand that many corporations now require their philanthropic 
giving to have a positive impact on their bottom lines.  This is known as "strategic philanthropy."  
Our personalized tutoring, supported by corporate gifts that account for 16% of our annual 
operating funds, can help your company do just that. 
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By improving reading, writing, math, and English skills of your employees, you can boost 
workplace productivity, reduce turnover, improve job performance, and raise morale. 
 
John Thelen of Landmark Landscapes says it all in a recent letter to us: 

"In partnership with the Literacy Council of Buncombe County, we have offered English as a 
Second Language classes to our Hispanic speaking employees.  The employees are paid for 
the hour in class.  The benefits are numerous.  First of all, the ability of our employees to 
communicate with customers is extremely important because it enhances trust in the 
company and fosters positive relationships.  Safety and efficiency are also positively 
affected.  The ability to read and understand instructions helps ensure the work is done 
properly, the first time.  Finally, the morale is great.  Best of all, both their fellow employees 
and managers are reporting an improvement in their English language abilities and are 
requesting new employees be added to the classes." 

October marks the beginning of our Corporate Partnership appeal at the Literacy Council.  
Corporate gifts, leveraged with our extraordinary volunteer commitment of over 13,000 hours 
per year, are a sound investment in Buncombe County.   
  
For more information about our Corporate Partnerships, contact Mignon Durham, Development 
Director for the Literacy Council, at mignond@litcouncil.com or call 828-254-3442 extension 
205.  
  
Learn more about the Taproot Foundation.  On their homepage, scroll down to RESEARCH and 
download the survey, Survey Results: Corporate Philanthropy and Service During a Recession . 

Extending thanks to the Occasional Theatre 

LitCouncil finds friends everywhere! 

The e-mail arrived a couple days after the 2nd Annual Authors for 
Literacy Dinner and Silent Auction. 
 
"I had the pleasure of being at the Sara Gruen event last week," wrote 
Brenda Lilly, Producing Director with the Occasional Theatre.  "And 
we would like to include an ad for the Literacy Council (gratis, of 
course) in our playbill for the October production of Return of an 
Angel - if you would like?"  
  
Would we like?  We'd be just thrilled!  The Literacy Council extends a 
special word of thanks to the Occasional Theatre for taking action to 

increase awareness about adult literacy.  
  
Occasional Theatre, a professional theatre company, produces a play each year in early October 
about Thomas Wolfe.  This year's production, Return of an Angel, will be performed October 
2-11 on the main stage of the Asheville Community Theatre which sits next to the Thomas Wolfe 
Memorial.  Learn more at www.ashevilletheatre.org . 
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